POWER    AND    TERROR

The National Socialist leaders filled office after
office. Already Goring had five well-paid posts : he
was the newly-appointed Air Minister, a party leader,
Prussian Home Minister, President of the Reichstag,
and a Reichstag member. Soon more offices came
along. " When forming the new Reich government,'*
the new Minister tells us himself, " the Leader called
me also to him. I was already before being appointed
a Reich minister the Speaker of the German Reich-
stag, and I was to go on holding this post as a member
of the government. The Leader, above all, entrusted
me with the Prussian Home Ministry with the duty
here in this place, in the Reich's greatest province, to
strike down and crush Communism, root out the party
that breaks up and wages war on the State, and
instead of a corrupt (think of the Eastern Subsidy
scandal of the Nationalists) Liberal-Marxist State
ideal, to bring the stern world outlook of National
Socialism into the administration."

Goring had read in Lenin that the first thing that
must be done is to fill the whole administrative
machinery with men from one's own party and send
away the old officials. It may seem a paradox, but
Goring imitated the Russian revolution. His cleaning
up was a hard and brutal one.

At once, on i February, when he entered upon his
new office, he published a proclamation to Prussian
officialdom, which showed clearly the line he was
going to take :